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The question regarding retrocession of jurisdiction over Railway lands has been exercising the minds of the Rulers of Indian States for a very long time. It is well known that during the federal negotiations all important Indian States raised this matter for the immediate attention of the Paramount Power. The problem has been regarded as one bristling with difficulties both from the point of view of the Central Government and the States. Cession of jurisdiction over Railway lands situated within Travancore, especially, between Trivandrum and Shencottah, had resulted in great administrative inconvenience and Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar promptly took up the matter with the Paramount Power to re-solve the difficulties and inconveniences arising from the vesting of jurisdiction in an external authority. In the special circumstances of Travancore the Dewan has been able to secure for the State the benefit of retrocession in its favour of every kind of jurisdiction hitherto exercised over the Railway lands between Trivandrum and Shencottah by the British Government. This is an achievement of special significance.
The thirty-year old agitation for a University for Kerala had not ceased when Sir C- P. Ramaswami Aiyar became Dewan of Travancore. The details of this agitation are discussed in the Chapter on "Travancore University" and the progress made by this University since its inauguration is summarised in the Second Part dealing with the decade's review of the Administration under the head of "March of Education." When Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar took up the question and examined it in all its bearings, he thought it was impractical to establish a University for the whole of Kerala, as it bristled with difficulties from every side. But the Sachi-vothama was impressed with the urgent need for a separate University for Travancore. . The idea' did not find a ready acceptance from responsible quarters. But, when he worked the scheme and pointed out that the object of the Travancore Government was not to produce a replica of the existing Universities in India and that his objective was a re-orientation of